Gateway Nature Park

Gateway Nature Park 1s a 17.5-acre natural area
and an ecological link to nearby Rush Creek Con-
servation Area.

Acquired by TLC 1n 2011, the park invites visitors
to explore its four natural communities: a rare oak
savanna (less than 1% of oak savannas remain in
Illinois), a prairie of wildflowers and grasses, a
sedge meadow rich in biodiversity, and the
naturally meandering Rush Creek—one of the few
unchannelized creeks in McHenry County.

Gateway was once home to the county’s largest
white oak, nicknamed “Betty White Oak,’” which
was over 400 years old, but was sadly overcome by
a derecho in 2020. However, many of her offspring
are growing in the sunlight near the area where
“Betty” once stood.

Take a walk along the 0.8-mile trail and view the
park’s many oaks, along with native plants like
Trillium, Culver’s Root, and Solomon’s Seal.
Footbridges cross Rush Creek, allowing visitors to
take 1n its beauty and observe the small fish and
aquatic invertebrate species that call the creek
home.
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TLC sites are open daily from

sunrise to sunset unless otherwise
posted. Please leash pets and pack
out all waste. The removal of any
part of this site is prohibited. Visit
ConserveMC.org/SiteRules for a full

list of site use policies.
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El Parque Natural Gateway es un area natural de
17.5 acres y un vinculo ecoléogico con el Sitio de
Conservacion Rush Creek.

Adquirido por TLC en 2011, el parque invita a las y
los visitantes a explorar sus cuatro comunidades
naturales: una sabana de robles poco comun
(menos del 1 % de las sabanas de robles
permanecen en Illinois), una pradera de flores

silvestres y pastos, un humedal de juncias con gran

biodiversidad y el arroyo serpenteante Rush
Creek, uno de los pocos arroyos sin canalizar que
quedan en el condado de McHenry.

Gateway fue, en su momento, el hogar del roble
blanco mas grande del condado, apodado “Betty
White Oak’’, que habia sobrevivido mas de 400

anos, pero que lamentablemente fue derribado por

un derecho (tormenta) en 2020. Sin embargo,
muchas de sus crias continuan creciendo bajo la
misma luz del sol que le habia dado vida a la gran

“Betty’,.

Recorra el camino de 0.8 millas y observe los
numerosos robles del parque, plantas nativas
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como Trillium, la Veronicastrum virginicumy
(Culver’s root) y Polygonatum biflorum (Sello de

Salomon). Puentes peatonales cruzan Rush
Creek, lo que permite a los visitantes apreciar
su belleza y observar los pequenos
peces e invertebrados acuaticos que
viven en el arroyo.
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